The Great Victorian Age
when the Act fell due for renewal, Edwin Chadwick was retired
upon pension, and the General Board was reconstructed with
much narrower powers than had been conferred upon it under
stress of the emergency. Up to 1858 its reduced functions were
annually confirmed; but under the Act of that year the General
Board was dissolved altogether, and its remaining duties were
distributed between the Home Office and the Privy Council.
The local Boards of Health set up under the Act of 1848 were,
however, allowed to remain in being; and power was given to
them, as well as to the municipal corporations, to c c adopt" by
resolution the powers embodied in the various " Glauses5' Acts
which had been passed, chiefly in the later 'forties, for the
regulation of public utility services, such as the supply of gas
and water.
Thereafter nothing was done towards coping with the public
health problem over the whole country until 1872. Meanwhile,
under the Metropolis Management Act of 1855, main drainage
in the London area had been placed under the control of a
single body, the Metropolitan Board of Works, of which the area
was the same as that which is now administered by the London
County Council. Gradually, over the next twenty years or so,
additional powers were conferred upon the Board; but
Greater London remained a chaos of separate local authorities,
each exercising for most purposes unqualified jurisdiction over
the tiny area it was held to represent.
The i86o's, up to the Reform Act of 1867, were for the most
part barren of legislation in the matter of public health. There
were special Acts in 1863 and 1864 for the relief of distress
caused in Lancashire by the Cotton Famine; a number of
minor Acts extended the functions of the Metropolitan Board
of Works; and the London Fire Brigade was set up in 1865.
There were also Acts amending the Law of Settlement, Acts
regulating public-houses, and Acts providing for the better
maintenance of the roads, both in London and elsewhere. But
there were no major changes in local government until after
the appointment, in 1868, of a Royal Commission to report on
the sanitary problem as a whole. Thereafter came the
establishment of the Local Government Board in 1871, and the
Public Health Act of 1872.